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Pastor’s Pen 

In his book, Radical Spirituality, Eugene Peterson tells a story of an experience he had while learning to be a 
grandparent. His son Eric, his daughter-in-law Lynn, and grandson Andrew were visiting for a few days. It had 
been 25 years since they had had a baby in the house. Eugene was taking it all in and was determined not to miss 
out on anything. One day it was just Eugene, Lynn and Andrew in the living room. Lynn was reading a book 
(probably something she didn’t get to do at home alone with Andrew) and Eugene was watching Andrew playing 
with a tennis ball. Eugene wondered at the complex muscular operations and the eye hand coordination as An-
drew would pick up the ball and throw it. The ball “caromed nicely off walls and furniture, providing challenge 
and variety for showing off to his grandfather his finely honed skills of crawling.” 

The game went on for a while. Then the ball Andrew was crawling after rolled under the couch out of sight. It 
disappeared from view. The moment it disappeared, Andrew stopped and sat back on his “well diapered bottom 
and looked for something else to do.” To Eugene’s surprise he acted as if there had never been a tennis ball to 
chase! 

Anxious about Andrew’s sudden change in interest, Eugene asked his daughter some questions. Why isn’t he 
chasing the ball? Was there a missing gene in his DNA? Was little Andrew showing signs of dyslexia or short at-
tention span?” Eugene’s extravagant admiration for Andrew seemed shattered, and so Eugene responds with ex-
travagant concern. 

But his daughter-in-law does not even look up from her book and says, “Andrew has not yet acquired ‘object 
permanence’”. Eugene wonders, “What is that?” For Eugene, those terms weren’t around twenty five years ago.  

Lynn explains that if Andrew can’t see it, it doesn’t exist. As they talk about the object permanence issue, Lynn 
explains that in the early months, virtually everything in Andrew’s life was immediate gratification. Things like 
feedings, comforting, and diapering were expected to be satisfied immediately, or Andrew would cry to let eve-
rybody know he needed something. There was no reality for Andrew except for what was now, what he could 
taste, smell, feel, or hear. 

Lynn pointed out that a good parent was to be there physically around the clock night and day. But she also 
said that if she continued to be a good mother in that fashion past a certain point, she would be a bad parent. 
Lynn explained that her good mothering could become bad mothering if Andrew never learned object perma-
nence-if he never had to deal with her absence in the same way he had to deal with her presence. She could end 
up narrowing his world to only what he could see, thus losing out on all that was around him. He would not learn to 
go and search. He would not believe something existed if he could not see it. 
 



 
 
 
Now if one carries this story and all its implications as a parable for Christian living and spiritu-

ality, there are many areas open for reflection. But just for a moment, think about the notion of 
‘object permanence’. What is it we say? “Out of sight, out of mind.” It is so easy now days with 
schedules over filled and often conflicting that we suffer in our spiritual lives of having no ‘object 
permanence’ in our relationship with God. In going from place to place, being here and there, do-
ing this or that, meeting one deadline then another, soon our vision of God’s presence is shortened 
to our immediate need, task or responsibility.  

God? “No I haven’t seen God yet. I have all these things to do.” 
God? “Where was God when I needed God today?” 
God? “I cried out and I did not see God in my need.” 
God? “I am alone. Where do I turn to now?” 

Spirituality is knowing that God is here and God is accessible. We need to overcome moments 
of having no ‘object permanence’ and move on as if God vanished.  

When a young child grows up to know the tennis ball rolled under the couch and is still there, a 
whole new world opens up for exploration. Rather than wandering off looking for the next interest-
ing activity or event, the child instead goes after the ball and pursues it. The child seeks to find it. 
The life of ‘out of sight, out of mind’ no longer applies. It becomes ‘out of sight’, but no longer ‘out 
of mind or out of existence.’ It becomes a new adventure of seeking and finding, of searching and 
discovering. For the maturing child, the tennis ball has permanence and is now something to pursue 
and to seek out. 

So it is with God. Spiritual disciplines are those things we do that help us to see God’s perma-
nence in our lives that God is with us. They are those practices that help us to see God as perma-
nent in our lives. Prayer, scripture, worship, fellowship, confession, singing of hymns and spiritual 
songs are all spiritual disciplines that help us to know God is our permanent source of faith, hope, 
and love. Jesus reminds us, “Seek and you will find. Knock and the door will be opened.” God is 
present, even if we don’t see God. We know God is around us because we have read Psalm 139 
and have asked, “Where can I flee from your presence?” The answer is nowhere. 

Each one must at times ask, “What am I doing to mature in faith that God’s permanence is al-
ways known?” How can we find ways to encourage each other? Today is the best time to start to 
develop our awareness of God’s permanence in our lives. Let’s find those ways of developing our 
“God permanence” together. See you in worship. 
 
   

  



 

 

Stated Session Minutes of January 18, 2017 from Regular Meeting 
 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednes-
day, January 18, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Galen Dayton, Kathi Florea, Tom 
Heater, Loel Larson, LeAnn Monaghan, Matt Pittman, Cheryl Nailor, Cara Reedy, Shirley Stapleton and 
Larry Thomsen. None were absent. A quorum was present.  
 

7:00 –7:25 p.m. Opening Worship and Elements 
 

7:30 p.m. Consent Agenda and Discussions 
 

The following Consent Agenda was reviewed. 
 

Approval of Stated Minutes from December 21, 2016 and Special Session Minutes from January 8, 
2017  
 

Old Business 
 

Average attendance December 2016 – 105 and December 2015 – 97 
152 were served communion at the Christmas Eve service 
75 were served communion at the January 1 regular worship service 
Melinda Heater, Wayne Lautner and Pat Miller were installed as Deacons for the Class of 2019. 

LeAnn Monaghan was installed and Galen Dayton and Cheryl Nailor were installed and ordained 
as Ruling Elders for the Class of 2019 

Annual Congregational Meeting and Breakfast will be January 22, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Pastor’s Report 
Activity Report  
Scheduled Dates 

January 23, 2017 Macedonia Cohort Meeting-Fort Dodge 
January 26, 2017 Presbytery Council-Cedar Falls 
March 7, 2017 Presbytery Meeting-Burt 
April 22-27, 2017 Pine Ridge Reservation Visit (will need pulpit supply for April 23) 

New Elder Training Date TBD in February 
 

Motions offered by Teams 
Property and Finance-Motion to approve the treasurer’s report and pay current bills for December 
Property and Finance-Motion to approve zeroing out the General Fund budget line and place bal-
ance left over for the year to the Capital Improvement Building Fund budget line 
 

Approval of Ministry Team Reports 
 

Worship Ministry Team Cheryl & Galen 
-Lent begins March 1, Ash Wednesday. A spiritual gifts class has been suggested.   

 

TEAM Mission Ministry Team Loel 
-Souper Bowl Sunday Challenge plans were discussed. The challenge will be offered to other Greene 

County churches. Skits, videos and promotion are planned. A soup luncheon will follow the worship 
service on February 5. 

 

Stewardship Ministry Team Kathi 
No report 
 

 



Stated Session Minutes of January continued 
 

 
 

Property & Finance Ministry Team Tom & Larry 

-The treasurer’s report shows a total asset balance of $46,542.62 on December 31, 2016. 
-It was approved to accept the treasurer’s report and to pay the current bills.  
-Review of the 2015 books has been completed by Diane Kennedy and Pat Miller and all accounts 

reported to be appropriate 
-Endowment Funds checks have been deposited—$1000.00 each to General Fund and Mission Fund 
-New farm contracts completed and ready to be signed by Paul Mears and Dennis Hall 
-New in 2016-addition of sanctuary multi-media sound area with new components, new soffits over 

north entryways, LED lighting change over in sanctuary, remote control blinds on windows over pul-
pit, four-plex light switches in sanctuary have been replaced 

 

Spiritual Growth Ministry Team Cara & Matt 
-Confirmation class needs to be set for possibly 3 participants 
-Spiritual Gifts class may be held during Lent 
-Depending on merger decision, there may need to be changes to VBS and Summer Sunday School 
-Future dates for graduation, Summer Sunday School, and VBS are yet to be determined 
-Rally Day will be September 10, Christmas program will be December 17 
 

Congregational Life  Ministry Team Shirley & LeAnn 

-Team will meet at 4:00 p.m. on second Wednesday of each month 

-Plans made for Congregational Annual Meeting Breakfast on Sunday, January 22 
-An in-service to learn about the kitchen appliances and location of things in the kitchen is set for Sun-

day, February 19 from 10:00-10:30 a.m. 
-Discussion about monetary support for handmade quilts for baptized babies 
-Discussion about a craft activity day on a Saturday in March  
-Discussion concerning plans for the 150th Year Celebration of First Presbyterian Church 
 

Personnel-No report 
 

Governance-None 
 

The Consent Agenda items were approved as presented 
 

Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval-See below 
 

New Business 
 

Communion servers (forward) for February 5 will be Cara and Larry and two be asked from Grand 
Junction and Paton congregations as they will be attending services with us for Souper Bowl Sunday 

Grant checks have been mailed to 8 students for the spring semester-Kamden Badger, Kelsey Buenz, 
Morgan Buenz, Mitchell Gorsuch, Lakota Larson, Tressa Rasmussen, Emily Vander Wilt, and Kayla 
Youngblood 

No Week of Prayer services are planned this year, but Week of Prayer begins January 18 
2017 Lay Lenten Worship/Luncheon Schedules 

Meal from 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; Worship from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.; Cost-$5.00 
March 1 St. Joseph’s Catholic Church (Parish Center) 
March 8 Central Christian Church 
March 15 Trinity Lutheran Church 
March 22 Christ Lutheran Church 
March 29 First Presbyterian Church 
April 5 First United Methodist Church 

Review of Sexual Misconduct Policy 
Review of Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2017 
General Fund and Mission Fund budgets for 2017 were reviewed and approved 



Elder Cohort Training 
January 21, 2017 
by Wendy Pittman 

 
Who would have ever thought that so much fun and learning could be experienced on a college cam-

pus…on a Saturday…spent in a church training?! Saturday, January 21, 2017, I spent time on the Ellsworth 
Community College campus in Iowa Falls for the Ruling Elder Cohort. (Also being held at the same time was an 
Elder training course.) To begin our day, we worshipped together. I love singing with and listening to church 
folks sing! Ya’ll we didn’t even have a piano (I guess that is called a cappella) and it was a beautiful and 
meaningful experience! If you have never experienced worshipping with the people of our Presbytery, please 
do so the next opportunity you get! The room was full of folks who loved God, reaching to connect with the 
larger church, and seeking to learn more about how the church functions. 

We broke into our groups for the remainder of our time together. The Ruling Elder Cohort listened to Joe 
Small as he lectured about John Calvin and the history of the Presbyterian Church. (Joseph D. Small served as 
director of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Theology and Worship from 1989-2011. He is now ad-
junct faculty at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary and church relations consultant to the Presbyte-
rian Foundation). Let me tell you, the more I learn about the Presbyterian Church, the more I love it! From our 
roots, we were outwardly focused, seeking to faithfully live out our faith in our community. For Calvin, EVERY-
ONE in church was called into ministry by their baptism. As Joe Small says, “We all have a calling on our life 
whether we are the butcher, the baker, or the candlestick maker!” Next we broke into our small groups and 
discussed needs in our own community and how we can address them. There are so many great ideas of how 
to serve our community; I walked away rejuvenated and hopeful! Please consider joining me at the next train-
ing session on April 29 in Ackley! 
 

 



Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website 
 

http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm 



 

 

Souper Bowl Challenge  
Sunday, February 5 

Sunday, February 5 is Souper Bowl 
Sunday and the Souper Bowl Chal-

lenge is even larger this year! Again this year the TEAM 
Mission Ministry Team has invited the Grand Junction 
and Paton Presbyterian churches to team with us in chal-
lenging the other churches in the county. We will cele-
brate Sunday, February 5 and then share a soup lunch 
following the service. Canned cream soups are pre-
ferred this year, but any canned soup will be accepted. 
The soup will be given to the food pantry at ARC, the 
Beacon of Hope men’s homeless shelter in Fort Dodge 
and to the Pine Ridge Reservation Ministry of Robert 
and Pam Clemons. All three Presbyterian churches will 
worship together on Souper Bowl Sunday at First Pres-
byterian Church, Jefferson. You may call Doug Mona-
ghan at Fareway with your order and the soup will be 
delivered to the church. Together the Presbyterians of 
Greene County can do something special and reach this 
goal to feed the hungry and the homeless in the name of 
Jesus Christ. LET’S WIN PRESBYTERIANS-we have had 
several years experience and excitement! We can do 
this! 

 
 

Ash Wednesday 
March 1 

Plan to join us for a special Ash Wednes-
day worship service and communion on 
Wednesday, March 1 at 6:30 p.m. as 
we begin the season of Lent. (*Please 
note the earlier time for the service) 
 
 

 

Ecumenical Lenten Services 
and Luncheons 2017 

Plan ahead! Throughout the Lenten 
season, the Greene County Clergy As-
sociation will sponsor ecumenical luncheons and worship 
services each Wednesday. The schedule is as follows: 

 

Lenten Luncheon ($5.00) - 11:45 A.M. 
Worship 12:15 P.M. 

 

March 1 St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish Center 

March 8 Central Christian Church 

March 15 Trinity Lutheran Church 

March 22 Christ Lutheran Church 

March 29 First Presbyterian Church 

April 5 First United Methodist Church 

 

 
Dear Women of the Church, 

Thank you so much for providing 
and serving lunch after the memorial 
service for our mother, Maxine Hawk. 
Our family really appreciates your 
help and thoughtfulness. First Presbyterian Church was 
an important part of our family’s life for many years 

Thanks Again! 
Tom, Jim and Dan Hawk 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We express our Christian  

love and sympathy to: 
 

 

 

-Norma Milligan on the death of her son, Pat Whalen, 
of Marshalltown. 
 

- Loel and Sandy Larson, Levi and Lakota Larson on 
the death of Duane Larson. Duane was Loel’s father, 
Sandy’s father-in-law, and Levi’s and Lakota’s grand-
father. 

 
 
            In Memory of 

 

                Norman Gore 
      March 5, 1918-January 22, 2017 

 

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to the 
family of Norman Gore who passed away on January 
22, 2017. Pastor Gordon officiated at his celebration 
of life service at First Presbyterian Church on January 
27, 2017. 

Norman is survived by his longtime friend, Evelyn 
Shafer of Grimes; his sister, Virginia Shelton of 
Greeley, Colorado; and nieces and nephews. 

 

 
 
 

Funeral Luncheon Volunteers 
We are updating our funeral luncheon list of 

those willing to help with set-up and/or willing to 
provide food. If you would like to help, please 
provide Gail Huffman (386-3935) with this infor-
mation and the phone number you would prefer 
using. 



 

Social Media Confessions and Lessons 
I have a love/hate relationship with social media 

(think Facebook, snap chat, twitter, etc). I love to keep 
up with my friends and family; however, social media 
can be a big “drain”. It can drain my time, energy, and 
well being. Recently I started researching the effects of 
social media on people’s relationships. (Either I have a 
lot of spare time on my hands or I will be presenting this 
topic to teens at the Webb House on January 30. P.S.- 
Join us if you are able!) At any rate, what I have read 
and learned is absolutely astonishing.  

Research indicates that people who spend more 
time on Facebook suffer higher rates of depression than 
those who spend less time-according to ”Seeing Every-
one Else’s Highlight Reel” published in the Journal of So-
cial and Clinical Psychology in 2014. People put their 
best foot forward on Facebook and we compare our 
“real” self to their “highlight reel.” In other words, when 
people post, they have the capacity to filter and show 
only the good things in their life. Yeah, I could see how 
that could be damaging to compare my “regular” self 
to someone else’s “best” self. In addition, when we are 
facing a stressful situation, we rely less on friends and 
instead, turn toward a device. Therefore, people have 
a tendency to move away from creating and nurturing 
deep meaningful relationships like they used to for sup-
port and encouragement. (Information from Simon Sinek 
talk entitled “Millennials in the Workplace”) This is just the 
tip of the iceberg in terms of information that I learned, 
but I don’t want to bore you with my “nerdiness”! 

This information has led me to do a double take on 
my social media usage as well as that of my kids. (I am 
certain that I didn’t go overboard in making them sign a 
one page contract for expected device usage! They are 
not as certain….) At any rate, I think it is important to 
evaluate the effects that ALL our actions have on our 
life. The way we spend our time is important. Ephesians 
5: 15-16 reads, “Be very careful, then, how you live—
not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every op-
portunity.” I love God and I want to honor God with my 
time. I want to be careful how I live, not just with social 
media, but with all aspects of my life. Don’t let social 
media (or anything else for that matter) “drain” you. 
There is no need to draw up a contract, but will you join 
me in assessing how you spend your time?  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Christian Education is so important; it is about 
learning to become like Christ. In terms of our vision 
statement, it is the second portion...We invite people 
to faith, TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST, and send 
us to love, serve, and follow Christ, to the glory of 
God. And not only do we learn, we must translate 

that into action; living out what we learn.  

Options for classes at First Pres are listed below: 

*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-4 grades, 9:00-10:00  

Sunday mornings 

*TWEENS:  5th-8th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sunday 

mornings 

*HIGH SCHOOL: 9-12th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sun-

day mornings 

*ADULTS: 2 classes to choose from, 9:00-10:00 on 

Sunday mornings 

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School Mission Update 

When you give an offering at Sunday school, 
you help! If you have suggestions, please see a team 
member:  (Cara Reedy, Matt Pittman, Donna 
Carhill, Roger Olhausen, Carla Haupert, and 
Wendy Pittman. The team is currently researching 

options to support.  

 

 
 

2017 Presbytery Mission Trip 
February 4-11, 2017 

Baton Rouge, LA 
This year a group from North Central 

Iowa Presbytery is going to the Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana area to help with the flooding that occurred. 
Please keep all those who will be participating in 
your prayers for safe travels and safety while work-
ing.  

 



Christ’s Kids 
When we unleash the kids’ creativity of our girls, you 

will likely get AMAZING results. And that is just what hap-
pened this month! The craft was a repurposing project 
combining CD and puffy paints. See the amazing results 
below! The girls completed various markings with puffy 

paint. The first ones we created were to remind us of wa-
ter to symbolize Jesus’ baptism that we read about. From 
there, the sky was the limit and the results speak for them-
selves. This was yet another craft that the residents of Long 
Term Care adored. 
In addition to taking 
a special craft, we 
played the bells 
again. So many 
memories and rela-
tionships are being 
established during 
our time together! A 
special thank you is given to Shirley Stapleton and Kay-
cee Pittman for providing the snack. A special thank you is 
given to Shirley Stapleton for helping with our group. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Youth in Training Applications 
Applications are ready for teens inter-
ested in participating in the YIT program. 
You must be entering 9th grade for the 
2017-2018 school year in order to apply 
for this summer job. YITs will create, plan, 
and prepare the summer ministries for First 

Pres including, but not limited to, Summer Sunday Club and 
Vacation Bible School. See Wendy with questions 
 

Youth Force Meals  
The 2017 Youth Force meal schedule is nearly wide open. 
We continue to need people to provide meals for Youth 
Force. If you are interested in serving Youth Force a meal, 
please let me know and I will get you signed up or sign up 

on the door to the education wing!  

 

 
 

Youth Force News 
I can’t believe that I forgot to share this 
in the January Newsletter. WHAT WAS 
I THINKING! Thank you to these college 
kids for coming back to Youth Force to 

share their college experience with us (Lakota Larson, 
Mitchell Gorsuch, Kami Badger, and Kelsey Buenz). 
What valuable information they shared with us! 

During the month of January, Youth Force kept with 
YF style, participating in various activities. First, we 
helped create freezer meals with Donna’s Sunday 
School class. A special thank you is extended to Bill & 
Martha Monroe, Dan & Marilyn Emmert, Roger & 
Barbara Todd, Kayla Youngblood, Donna Carhill, 
Shirley Stapleton, Pastor Moen, Sadie Reedy, Kylie 
Roach, Brock Badger & Abby Badger for cooking 
(among other things)! These 12 meals (including lasa-
gna, taco casserole, and chicken tetrazzini) are stored 
in the freezer and have been given out for a variety 
of reasons. Meals have been given to people who 
have had a family member in the hospital, sickness, or 
just having a hectic day! If you know of a family that 
could use one, please feel free to give them away!  

Even though it was really too cold to play with wa-
ter in January, we still did it (REALLY-only in cups and 
inside!) Youth Force also spent time thinking about the 
baptism of Jesus and who we are in Christ. Youth Force 
also spent time thinking about the opening of Paul’s 
letter to the church at Corinth. God is faithful in so 
many things. God supplied the church at Corinth gifts 
they needed to serve and thrive; God also gives us 
gifts that we can use to serve and love others. 

And last, but not least, we also Skyped in January 
with Matthew Carhill out of California. Though he is 
two time zones away, he could share with us valuable 
information about his faith journey. Don’t forget to join 
us for any of the following upcoming events that we 
have in store. We welcome visitors and friends: 
Upcoming events: 
 

Feb. 1: Pastor Moen on Israel-congregation encour-
aged to attend. 

Feb. 8: Silly Meal, prepared by Donna’s class; 
BRING A FRIEND! 

 

A special thank you is given to Cheryl Nailor, 
Shirley Stapleton, and Kathy Bravard for providing 
meals for Youth Force.  
 

YOUTH FORCE SCHEDULE: 
6:00-6:30 Youth Force Meal 

6:30-7:30 Youth Force  
 

 
 
 

**A note for the future, if school is cancelled due to 
inclement weather, Youth Force and Christ’s Kids will 
be cancelled as well.** 



Updates from College Students 
Students who are seeking a higher education and who have been members of our congregation for one year 

have been granted scholarships of $500/semester to help them with the costs of education. They have been 
asked by the Stewardship Ministry Team to provide an update by December 2016 to keep us informed. 

In last month’s newsletter, we featured updates from our college students. This is an additional update re-
ceived from Lakota Larson. 

 
Friends and Family, 

Thank you for the support and generous scholarship. As everyone knows, college textbooks are expensive, 
and I used the money which covered almost all of my textbooks. Upon returning home, I got to share and reflect 
on my own experiences this past semester in more depth with the Youth Force, but now I would like to share 
some of my experiences as a freshman with the rest of the congregation. 

 

Attending the University of Iowa has been an eye-opening experience with numerous oppor-
tunities. After arriving on campus, I was shown the countless student clubs and organizations. I 
decided to join, BLinC (Business Leaders in Christ), a religious student organization funded 
through the business school that meets weekly to discuss our relationship with Christ and how that 
is intertwined in our future careers in business. College is a lot about finding yourself and finding 
where you fit in; I also joined a sorority after participating in Fall Formal Requirement. I signed a 
bid with Alpha Chi Omega, a sorority whose national philanthropy is domestic violence aware-
ness, but soon realized this is not for me and resigned. 

 

Finding a church to go to on a regular basis was very difficult and I visited many churches throughout the 
semester. I found myself most welcome at the Newman Catholic Center near campus. 

 

I found school fairly easy this semester. This semester I made the Dean’s List, and decided to accept my invi-
tation to the Blank Honors School. As for next semester, I will complete more of my business core classes so I can 
declare my accounting major by Spring 2018. Currently, I am on track to earn a minor in math, as well as a 
double major in Tippie College of Business. Before leaving for break, I got a job at Little Angels Daycare near 
campus. During my fall and winter break, I have worked full-time at the Greene County Early Learning Center 
where I worked my senior year of high school. I also plan to join Women in Business and the honors’ business 
fraternity this spring semester.  

 

Thank you so much for the generosity, love and support given to me this semester. I aim to exceed expecta-
tions and return your gift back to the church in the future to pay forward this most wonderful opportunity. 

 

With love and respect, 
Lakota 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LAKESHORE CENTER AT OKOBOJI 

     Lakeshore Center at Okoboji invites all to experience the life-changing love of Christ in 
the beauty of God’s creation!  
     We live the mission every day at camp by treating your kids like the awesome and 
growing creations of God that they are.  

Camp is a place of immense growth for young people. Our loving and professional staff encourages 
and facilitates campers to “branch out” spiritually, emotionally, and socially through meaningful worship, 
intentional play, and exciting learning.  
     At Lakeshore, God shows each camper that they are accepted, important, and loved every day.  
     Lakeshore exists because we firmly believe that God changes lives here.  
 

This year’s theme will be “Branching Out!” What’s new? - New camps, new waterfront toys, new high 
ropes elements, new low challenge activities! 

Check out the brochures on the bulletin board in the west entryway. More are available from Wendy. 
This is a wonderful opportunity at a beautiful camp!  
 

Visit: www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org for more info 



Partnering With the Rez… 
Heroes…every culture has their own…people who make a difference, who spark a reminder of our values, of who 
we are and who we are meant to be…heroes. The Lakota have many heroes, historic and contemporary. Two indi-
viduals, who have had an inspirational impact on the people of Pine Ridge, especially the youth, are Billy Mills and 
Suanne Big Crow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
William Mervin “Billy” Mills is the second Native American to win an Olympic gold medal. Born in Pine Ridge in 
1938, he took up running while attending the Haskell Institute (Haskell Indian Nations University) in Lawrence, Kan-
sas. While at the University of Kansas, Mills was named NCAA All-American cross-county runner three times. After 
graduating, Mills entered the United States Marine Corps and competed in the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo. 
Mills, a virtual unknown, surged ahead on the final curve winning the 10,000 meter setting a new Olympic record. 
Mills co-founded the nonprofit group Running Strong for American Indian Youth for which he received the 2012 
Presidential Citizens Medal. In 2015, he was recognized with the Lifetime Achievement Award from The President’s 
Council on Fitness, Sports, and Nutrition. 
 

Suanne Big Crow was born on Pine Ridge in 1974.  Though her life was cut short by an auto accident in 1992, she 
leaves a lasting legacy for Native American youth through The Suanne Big Crow Boys and Girls Club that was cre-
ated in 1992-the first Boys and Girls Club built in Indian Country. A star basketball player for the Pine Ridge High 
School team she led her team to the State A Basketball Championship in 1981 by sinking the winning shot off a re-
bound with only seconds to play. Not only was Suanne a star with the basketball, she was also known for promoting 
cultural understanding and goodwill among rivals when she hushed a jeering crowd by performing a simple and 
spontaneous dance, a beautiful traditional Oglala dance, using her athletic jacket as a shawl. She finished first aca-
demically in her class and spoke out against drug and alcohol abuse. Suanne died in an accident while traveling to 
accept the Miss Basketball Award during her senior year of high school. 
 

Calling for Prayer Partners 
In April a group of 10 will be traveling to the Lakota reservation in Pine Ridge South Dakota to develop rela-

tions with the Lakota people and learn about their lives and culture. We invite you 
to be a part by upholding this group in prayer during this time of preparation, 
during the trip, and upon their return. Prayer suggestions will be made each week 
for the team, the Lakota people, and God’s glory. 

If you would like to be a part of this prayer team, please email or text Pam 
Clemons at pclemons51@gmail.com or 515-298-1675 or notify Bill or Martha 
Monroe. 



Compassion International 
Who is Compassion International? 

Compassion International is a child-advocacy ministry that pairs compassionate people with those who are 
suffering from poverty. The ministry releases children from spiritual, economic, social, and physical poverty. 
The goal is for each child to become a responsible and fulfilled adult. 

Compassion's work has grown from modest beginnings in South Korea in 1952 when American evangelist 
Rev. Everett Swanson felt compelled to help 35 children orphaned by the Korean conflict. Today it is a world-
wide ministry where millions of children are now reaping the benefits of one man's clear, God-given vision. 
First Presbyterian Church currently supports 2 children Victor (16 years old from Bolivia) and Rebecca 
(age 7 from Brazil).  
 
Rebecca 
Country: Brazil 
There are 39,578 sponsored children in Brazil 
There are 10, 771 unsponsored children in Brazil  
Age: 7 
Birthday: 11/19/2009 
Hobbies:  Dolls, play house, walking 
Household duties: Running errands 
 

We started sponsoring Rebecca 10/ 31/2012. Because of Compassion sponsorship, the local church pro-
vides nutrition, education, medical and spiritual support to Rebecca. Also, Rebecca is more likely than her non-
sponsored peers to: complete a university education, secure salaried employment, and become a community 
leader.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordination and Installation of Officers 
January 29, 2017 

  

Shirley Danielson was elected as a deacon for the Class of 2019 at the Congregational Meeting during 
worship on October 23 and was installed as deacon during the worship service on January 29. Shirley was 
previously ordained. 

Matt Pittman was elected as elder for the Class of 2019 at the Annual Congregational Meeting on Janu-
ary 22 and was ordained and installed as elder during the worship service on January 29. 

 

May God Bless You in Your Ministry Among Us! 
 
 
 



Ushers 
Tracy Hoodjer; Teresa Green 5 
Tom and Melinda Heater 
 

Bruce and Amy Youngblood  12 
Bill and Martha Monroe 
 

Sam and Kathi Florea 19 
Antonio and Sydney Cruz 
 

Eldon and Peggy Cunningham 26 
Larry and Pam Thomsen 
 
 

Nursery 
Jill Rasmussen 5 
Wendy Pittman 12 
Billie Jo Hoskins 19 
Jason and Cara Reedy 26 
 
 

Greeters 
Tim and Denise Buenz 5 
Donna Carhill 
 

Alan Scott; Russell Scott 12 
Tracy Hoodjer; Teresa Green 
 

Eldon and Peggy Cunningham  19 
Les and Joyce Fister 
 

Terry and Pat Miller 26 
Glen and Cheryl Christensen 
 

 

 
Coffee and Conversation 

 

Kathi Florea 5 
Rose Morrison 12 
Marilynn Hoskinson 19 
Teresa Green 26 
 

 
 
 

Helping Hands 
 
*Thanks to the Session members who provided 

breakfast preceding our annual congregational meet-
ing on January 22.   

 

*Thank you to all who have helped in any way 
with the more than usual funeral luncheons that 
have been prepared and served the last two months. 

 

*Thanks to everyone who quietly participates in 
many ways that sometimes go unnoticed!  You are 
so appreciated! 

 
 
 
Scott Johnson 3 
Wayne Lautner 3 
Ron DeBok 4 
Jeff Gorsuch 4 
Otto Oathout 6 
LeAnn Monaghan 9 
Heather Snowgren Erickson 12 
Lori DeBok 14 
Neva Eggimann 18 
Kris Hoskins 18 
Wayne Taylor 22 
Luke Moen 23 
Shirley Danielson 25 
Bret Haupert 25 
 
 
 

 
Anniversaries 

Eldon and Peggy Cunningham 14 
 
 

Acolyte Schedule  
Kaycee Pittman 5 
Sadie Reedy 12 
Ellie Badger 19 
Violet Reedy 26 

 
 

Financial Secretary for February 
Kathi Florea 

 
 

Lay Readers 
Bev Hoyt 5 
Diane Gibson 12 
LeAnn Monaghan 19 
Keri Brooker 26 

 

February Deacon 
The February Deacon of the Month is Pat 

Miller. If you need a ride to church, call her at 
386-3048 before 5:00 p.m. on Saturday 
night. 

FEBRUARY 



Valentine’s Day  
is February 14  

 

God shows his love 
all 365 days  
of the year! 

Share the  
Love of Christ  
Not only on  

Valentine’s Day 
But each and 

every day! 


